n Wales we praduce more hazardous
waste per head of population than any
atker regicn of e T,

Tts safe disposal is a lopie thel doesa’t -
oarmally get the exposure it deserves and
the public at lurge are happy fo conciude
thit it is somoons clse’s responsibility ta
dispose ofit,

At one time, waste managensni in Wales,
appeated to be a simple matter to dealwith,
“We simply vallecied all the waste we
prafiuced, idencificd an isolated spol and
buried il under 2 telatively thinlayer of soil,”
said Robert Littks, commercial divectar of
the MES Grroup.

“Out of sight and out of mindwas the
philosophy; bul unfostunately it ina legaey
wi cannnt so readily forget. Our one-time
depend an Jandfill as 4 mesns of baw-
cast waste disposal has Jefl us with @ heritage
ol pollution hat spots that will need carctul
management for decades o coma.”

There isalsa, Mr Litdle helieves, anather
equally dangervus and far mare insidions
hy-praduct of cur disposabls sociely, and
that i & failite o address the ront causes of
our current predicamesl,

He explained: " We scem unwilling te
acknowledge thai 2 viable and long-tetm
solution means sizmficant changes te our
attitude and behaviour towards waste,

“On oy of chis wo will need to sanction
Trzjor investment in plant and infrastueture
ata time when the public prrse is under
pressire inavaricty of ways"

When hazardous is placed in front of waste
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SOMEBODY HAS TO DEAL WITH
HAZARDOUS WASTE, SAYS

ROBERT LITTLE, COMMERCIAL
DIRECTOR OF THE MSS GROUP

the odds of having 1 sensible debatc abaut
henewe manzae it peducs dramalically.

The rules as they relats to hazardous waste
changed in 2004 when the EU Landfill
Regulations (2002} came into fence, In
essenie, aller July 2004 itheeame illegal t
co-dispose of hueardons waste and normal
waste in a landfill site.

Br Livtle gaid: “As a conscquence of the
rogulations. the Jandfitling of hazandaus
warsle in Wil f21 from 230,000 toznes in
2003 to 3, (R0 fonnes i 2006, as aperatoers of
hazasdons waste landtills stopped operating
ar chose (o avcept only inertar non-
hazardous waste ™

He added: “At asnperficial lovel this
sownds good, but the hazardous waste is still
Tiging produced and has w g somewhere,”

The big question is where?

That which is disposad of legally iz
eransparced to England for dispasal, with
il associated increascs in transport costs,
increased rowd 1ailic and air pollution and
the added risk of incidents occurring during
vrangpart, with a1l that entails for (ke
environment,

“Sadly we alie
Travt comesms
that a sizeable ’
proportion of this waste ends up on the side
af o highways, in a farmer's Beld or buried
in a Jumufill site that fias no eovironmeneal
safeguards assaciated with o My Littls
preinged ot

“We could and should have dane more t
prevent this happening,”

Thez Assembly Grovernment has been
aware, since 1999, that the implemen aticn
of the BT regulations would huve wids-
ranging impbications across several key
sectors in Wales,

Butinany experts belicve it has failed to
cngage inadebate about how best o deal
with the changes.

They believe that a5 a result we now have
no landfill facililiss or new techiology
solutions in Wales for the safe dispusal of
Tivmaselonts waste generated by the
commescial seclor,

Oiften the public resistance W new facilitics
is based an a shortage af abjective
information and a lack of trust, arvgies Mr

Little. The private sector needs the
canfidence of 2 rebust and predicizble
plenning framewark in order to meest the
inillions of pounds required Lo deliver these
inmowvative new facilicics.

“Ldan't believe iLiscredible ro claim that
Ui is & com mercial mateer for waste
producers and the waste indostry,” said My
Litele, [ Beslieve that this devoleiion of
sesponsibility simply won'edo. The waste in
Wales is produced through oot economic
activitics, thraugh our construslion projects.
through imslustey and throngh the
healtheare sector.

“We have scen the cose of disposal rise
tiveloid over the fast three yeavs and dlealy
tisis cost haz.to be passed om la e
sugtamers. It seems ipvidious w me that
businesses should foce highet costs and
greates inconmenicnes by dasing themselves
i Wales, Surely the goal shonid be oo make
Wles an attractdye place [ur businesses te
create jobs and wealth in the community.”

The zolution, said My Little, lics in firm
and deeisive action being taken by our
political keaders. -

*The Welsh Assembly and loeal
government in Wales need 1o engage apenly
ana debare abour kazardous waste,” he said.

*There is a pressing need to nnderstand
the issue cicardy and develop o plan Lesaba:
the issees we facs.

O politicians should have the
confidenes e support the need for modern
covironmentally-secure and fricndly
facilities" 5



